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Go!  No!  So Row!
Jonah 1
Topic:
Evangelism

Subject:
Neglecting evangelism

Complement:
brings God’s discipline

Purpose:
The listeners will consider what has happened in their lives as a result of neglecting evangelism.

Introduction

1. [God calls popular people to unpopular tasks.]

a) Imagine that one day you were honored greatly by your boss and the corporate office for your excellent work for your company.  You had come up with an idea that enabled your firm to expand tremendously so that all kinds of accolades were put upon you—a special party, a plaque, a handsome bonus, and plenty of nice pats on the back.

b) Then one day after doing your duties at work that everyone else decides to go out to lunch.  But you go into the break room and find yourself there alone.  All of a sudden a bright light enters the room accompanied by a heavy white smoke.  

c) Then you hear a powerful voice call your name, “_______________!”  

d) “Yes! Lord!” you respond in terror.  

e) “Do not be afraid,” the Lord says, “I have seen your faithful work.  You have demonstrated yourself to be my loyal worker at your job—so I’ve decided to give you a promotion.  Since you have been faithful with temporal things, I will now entrust you with eternal things.  You have heard of the Khmer Rouge, haven’t you?  Well, so have I.  Now go tell them that they have really been acting wickedly before me and my righteous standards are tired of it.”

f) God has spoken.  What will you do?

g) Will you insist that God accidentally called the wrong Wai Kwong?

h) Will you continue on after lunch break as if no call had been issued?

i) Will you head to Changi Airport and take the first flight to Antarctica?

2. Jonah was a popular prophet called to an unpopular task.

a) 2 Kings 14:23-25 records the only place outside of the Book of Jonah that Jonah is mentioned in Scripture.  Here we see how Jonah rose to popularity with his accurate prediction of the expansion of Israel’s borders.  

b) [Read text and explain David & Solomon Map Transparency]

c) Jonah was the man of the hour for the PAP—Prophets’ Action Party.  In fact, he was the PM—Prophet Minister.  At the height of his career God called him to tell the Khmer Rouge of his day how much He hates their wickedness.

d) Jonah illustrates the first principle I want to share this morning [intro to first point]…

I.
God commands His people to tell the wicked how much He hates their __________wickedness.

[The people of God have a responsibility to share God’s righteousness with the not so righteous.]

A. God commissioned Jonah to share His righteousness to Nineveh (1:1-2).

1. Jonah saw others painting a beautiful masterpiece of himself—until… “the word of the LORD” was splashed across the picture.

2. So who were the Ninevites?

a) Let me read to you what some archeologists have dug up among the ruins (Walt Steitz paper, 4-7; cf. OTS, 485).

b) They had expanded incredibly in recent years up to Jonah’s time (Trans. Map 60).  Now at the time of Jonah they are right at the door, and had even exacted silver and gold from the nation, though this time was somewhat of a period of decline which allowed Israel to expand its own borders.

3. Notice that the task was not to share Law #1 with Nineveh: “God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life.”  It was a message of judgment.

4. Basically Jonah’s message was…


“Nineveh, you’re bad and God is mad!


You better turn or you’re gonna burn!”

(I don’t think the Book of Jonah speaks only about Jonah though.  Many scholars agree that…)

B. Jonah depicts how __________Israel should have been a light to the nations (cf. Exod. 19:6).

1. When God called Abraham He told him that he would be a blessing to all the nations of the earth (Gen. 12:1-3).

2. We generally think this only refers to Christ, but Exodus 19:6 declares that Israel was to function between God and the nations like a priest does before God and the people [read].

3. Rather than reaching out and sharing about the true and righteous God, at the time of Jonah Israel had become ingrown and nationalistic.  This is often a tendency among prosperous countries—it happened to the USA before WWI, and it’s happening to Singapore now.  This is why the government is encouraging businesses to regionalize.

(There’s a message for us here too…)

C. We too need to preach God’s righteousness.

1. We shouldn’t just keep this knowledge of God to ourselves (My ant observations—they taste only a little jam and then go and tell others)

2. Don’t be afraid to tell people that God has high standards (Allen Ong’s questions at Eric & Joanne’s wedding dinner—Taoism and Christianity)

(So that’s God’s command—to tell people they’re bad and He’s mad.  How do we respond?)

II.
God’s people often don’t like reminding bad people that they’re __________bad!

A. Jonah’s fear of telling the Ninevites their sin prompted him try to run from God (1:3).

1. He went the exact opposite direction (OTS, 478 transparency).

2. Jonah stands in stark contrast to another Jew 800 years later who was confronted with telling Gentiles about God’s standards.  Acts 9:43 records that Peter, also in the same city of Joppa, was available to God to share His message with the Gentile Cornelius.

B. Israel also failed to carry out her missionary purpose.

1. Israel became naval-gazing, arrogant, and sinful.

2. In fact, Israel became a mission field herself.

(

C. We too disobey God when we avoid __________witnessing for Him.

1. You’re in the break room again—but this time you’re not alone.  You see your colleague right in front of you, and you seem to hear the Holy Spirit say, “Why don’t you share who’s most important in your life?  I am first, aren’t I?”  

2. You finally get comfortable in your airline seat when the Lord pops the question again—”Will you tell this lost person next to you how to find the way?”

3. Your neighbor or your family member gives you the perfect opportunity to share your faith.  How do you respond?

4. I’ve been in these situations myself—and I must confess, I’ve headed for Tarshish more than I’d like to admit.

(We can all identify with missing those opportunities.  But is it any more serious than that—simply a missed opportunity?  The final principle for today is that…)

III. Neglecting evangelism brings __________consequences (M. XE  ")." 
A. God used a __________storm to get Jonah’s attention on His heart for Nineveh (1:4-16).

1. The pagans come off clean while Jonah has mud all over his face.

a) The sailors give the call to prayer
Jonah sleeps

b) The sailors take initiative to ask God who has sinned
Jonah knows

c) The sailors try to save Jonah’s life
Jonah requests suicide

d) The sailors fear God and sacrificed
Jonah became the sacrifice!

2. The point is, though, that God had to make things pretty bad to get Jonah’s attention.

(

B. For Israel God used ruthless captors to get their attention on His concern for the nations.

1. Rather than sharing about the God of Heaven with the nations, God had to use the nations themselves to judge Israel!

2. Oftentimes in the OT God calls these pagan kings “my servant” and other terms indicating His involvement.

(

C. God still uses means today to show us His seriousness about __________evangelism.

1. God has often used invasions by pagan peoples to bring them the gospel (Ralph Winter).

2. God infiltrates—brings nations to us when we won’t go them (international students, Japanese businessmen are the most common in Singapore!).

3. God uses tragedies to shock us into the reality that the unsaved go to hell (MRT story, rebellious children—Sudarma’s character over academics home school philosophy).

4. God sends “leanness into our souls” as a judgment for naval gazing.

Conclusion
1. Neglecting evangelism brings consequences (Main Idea).

2. EVANGELISM message too important to withhold (Mercedes Benz ad)
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What did the author record just prior to this passage?
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Why is this passage in the Bible?
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What historical context helps us understand this passage?
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